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Repentance
He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah
wull suffer and rise from the dead on the third day,
and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be
/."* preached in his name to all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.
.,l:ﬁf:jj,_" (Luke 24:46-48)
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e Veneration of The Cross n
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we will try to explain why Orthodoxy gives such importance
to the cross and we shall see that making the sign of

the cross is beneficial, useful and in accordance with the
teaching of the Holy Bible.

The emphasis of the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross

Since the commencement of the Lord’s ministry, during

His teaching and prior to His crucifixion, He laid great em-
phasis on the cross. He says: “And he who does not take
his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me" (Matt.
10:38) and “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him de-
ny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me” (Matt.16: 24); (Mark.8: 34).

In His conversation with the rich young man, He said to him: ‘Go your way, sell what-
ever you have and give to the poor... and come, take up the cross, and follow

Me’ (Mark.10: 21). He also says: “And whoever does not bear his cross and come after
Me cannot be My disciple” (Lk.14: 27).

The cross was the core of the ministry of the angels and the Apostles

An important point is that the angel who proclaimed the Lord's resurrection said to the
women: “...you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for He is risen, as He
said” (Matt.28: 5,6). Thus, the angel called the Lord “who was crucified”, although He
had already resurrected. Thus, the title ‘crucified ‘continued to be attributed to the Lord.
Our fathers the Apostles emphasized the Lord's crucifixion in their preaching. In
preaching to the Jews, St. Peter said:

“Therefore, let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Je-

sus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ” (Acts2: 36). St. Paul says: “. we
preach Christ crucified” (1Cor.1: 23), although the Lord's crucifixion was considered “a
stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness”.

The Apostle considered the cross the essence of Christianity and says: “For I deter-
mined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him cruci-

fied” (1Cor.2: 2). He means that the cross is the only subject he wants to know.

We make the sign of the cross because it gives us power

St. Paul the Apostle felt the power of the cross and said:

“But God forbid that I should glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by
which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world” (Gal.6: 14) and “For the
message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God” (1Cor.1: 18). We notice that he did not say that the cruci-
fixion is the power of God but that the mere word 'cross' is the power of God.

Therefore, when we make the sign of the cross and when we mention the cross, we are
filled with power because we remember that, through the cross, the Lord trod upon
death, granted life to all people, defeated and overcame Satan.

|www.coptic.org.au 3 myspringoflove@gmail.com




- L

o Weekly message from HG Bishop Daniel =

The gospel reading of today is a wonderful lesson in repentance
and hope:

It shows how God loves and forgives those people, who repent
with all their hearts.

It shows how our beloved Lord is willing to make contact with
sinners, so that He can touch their hearts, and change their lives
to be holy.

When the sinful woman wanted to see Jesus, He did not refuse
her, but accepted her, with love and gentleness, and He willingly
received her offers of repentance & love, & the Lord praised her for her faith.

Simon’s attitude towards Jesus was uncaring and unbelieving. This is because he
lacked faith, and all he wanted, was to show off in front of his friends.

But the attitude of the sinful woman was love, because she was full of faith, and was in
need of the Lord’s love and forgiveness.

And so, the Lord forgave this sinful woman, and as a result, she loved Him deeply. And
Jesus accepted her love, praised her faith, and confirmed her forgiveness.

Simon was a man respected by society because of his position, and the woman was
rejected by society because of her sins. But the Lord looks at the heart —it is not im-
portant what the society thinks of you, but what God thinks of you.

This sinful woman, experienced many things: shame, repentance, joy, praise, and love.
And she expressed all these experiences with her gifts of tears, and fragrant oil and her
kiss.

+++
The first thing we notice in the story of the sinful woman is that she felt deep regret for
her sins. And this feeling of regret is the first step in the way to repentance.

When we repent, we prepare and purify our hearts for the Lord to dwell inside. No re-
pentance is true, unless we feel regret that our sins are hurting the Lord.

Because the repentance of this sinful woman was true, the church has honoured her in
the 2" part of the Midnight Prayer in the Agbia. We pray: “Give me Lord fountains of
tears as You did in the past to the sinful woman.”

When the sinful woman wanted to see the Lord, He did not refuse her, but instead, He

invited her to repent.

He invited her to repent because He loved her, and wanted to share His kingdom with
her. For this reason He said: “Your sins are forgiven...go in peace.” The Lord said:
‘Go in peace’ — because it is only when we are forgiven, that we can truly experience
peace.
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He invited her to repent, so that she may be washed and purified. And as she washed
the Lord’s feet with her tears of repentance, the Lord purified her, and gave her a new
heart to love Him with.

“She stood at His feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet with
her tears”

She washed His feet with her tears, as a sign of her love and humility and obedience to
God. She washed His feet with her tears, because they were tears of repentance, and
tears of joy. Her tears of repentance cleansed her vision, so that her deeds and her vi-
sion were now pure. Her eyes that were once the windows of sin, were now the win-
dows of repentance, in the form of her tears.

“And she wiped them with the hair of her head”
The woman'’s hair represents her glory, and now, she is wiping the Lord’s feet with her

hair, to show that HE is now her glory.

She wiped His feet with her hair, to symbolise that the way of the Lord - represented by
the feet - is now her glory and salvation.

“She kissed His feet”
She kissed His feet — as a sign of her love and reverence. She kissed His feet, in order
to beg Him to forgive her.

“She anointed His feet with the fragrant oil”
She anointed His feet with fragrant oil, to acknowledge that He is the Messiah, and the

Anointed One. She anointed His feet, to recognise Him as the King.

She anointed His feet with fragrant oil, because she wanted to offer Him the most pre-
cious thing she had. The Lord accepted her gift, as a symbol of her love and repent-
ance.

What was the Action of this sinful woman?
It was an action of love... Her love to Christ was:

A generous love: she wanted to offer Him the best of what she has, and so she brought
with her a box of fragrant oil.

A believing love: when she was anointing the Lord’s feet, she had faith that Jesus was
the Messiah, and the Anointed One.

Glory be to God.
Bishop Daniel
Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Diocese of Sydney & Affiliated Regions
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There are many examples of irresistible grace in
God’s Word. Perhaps most plain is the calling of the
disciple Matthew, also known as Levi the tax collec-
tor. The apostle records his own conversion in his
Gospel: “As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a
man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he
said to him, ‘Follow me.” And he rose and followed
him” (Matt. 9:9).

Consideration of this verse makes clear the basic
teaching of irresistible grace. The Lord Jesus had
just returned to Capernaum from His missionary
visit to the region of the Gadarenes. Capernaum
had become His Galilean headquarters, and many
of His most spectacular miracles already had oc-
curred there. Seeing Matthew at his tax collector’s booth, Jesus went to him
and called, “Follow me.” At these words, the tax collector immediately was
transformed into a disciple. It is a striking illustration of God’s sovereignty

in salvation.

For his part, Matthew presents an equally striking picture of man’s total depravi-
ty. The statement that he was “sitting at the tax booth” is loaded with meaning.
At the time, there hardly could have been a more depraved person than a tax
collector. The Roman Empire took bids for the right to collect taxes. These
agents paid a set amount to Rome, but could keep all the rest that they collect-
ed. Tax collectors enriched themselves by preying on impoverished people, sti-
fling trade, and operating what amounted to a local mafia. To make matters
worse, they were despised for collaborating with the foreign power that had
subjected their own people to bondage.

By remaining in this occupation in Capernaum, Jesus’ base of operations at the
time, Matthew showed his hardness of heart to the presence and preaching of
Christ. Tax collectors’ booths were in the most public places; Matthew’s was
most likely situated either at the docks by the lake or along the main road lead-
ing into town. He probably had seen and heard Jesus many times, and was
well aware of some of Jesus’ greatest works. Just recently, a paralytic had
been cured after his friends lowered him before Jesus through a hole they
made in the roof of the building where Jesus was preaching. Earlier, Jesus had
cast out demons and healed multitudes of hopelessly diseased people right
there in Capernaum. But none of this had had the slightest effect on Matthew.
There he was in his booth, carrying on his business without any visible re-
sponse to all these affairs.
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In short, there was nothing in Matthew to explain his sudden willingness to be-
lieve and follow Jesus. Instead, the answer is seen in the irresistible grace of
God, as the Holy Spirit applied Jesus’ call with sovereign and divine power.

This helps make clear that when we speak of irresistible grace, we do not mean
that God’s grace is never resisted. Those who oppose this doctrine make much
of the many instances when men and women shun God’s grace and turn away,
just as Matthew had done many times. But this objection misses the point, for
the simple reason that the doctrine of irresistible grace speaks of the operation

of grace in the conversion of sinners. We do not teach that no one resists God’s
grace. But we do insist that when a sinner turns to Christ in faith and begins to
follow Him, this conversion is the result of the sovereign, effectual, and irresisti-
ble operation of God’s grace through the ministry of the Holy Spirit.

As the conversion of Matthew shows, irresistible grace is joined to the saving
call of God in Christ. Reformed theology makes an important and useful distinc-
tion between two kinds of calls. There is the general call of Christ to all the
world, offered to all people irrespective of God’s election. “Come to me, all who
labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest,” Jesus cried (Matt. 11:28).
John records that during the Feast of Tabernacles in Jerusalem, “Jesus stood
up and cried out, ‘If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink™ (John 7:37).
This is Christ’s general call to anyone and everyone who hears. It is a sincere
call and offer of salvation. But because of man’s totally depraved state, no one
answers this call by his or her own volition. Indeed, no one can. This was Mat-
thew’s situation. For all the many times he had seen and heard Jesus, for all
that he had learned about what Jesus was doing, and in spite of even direct ap-
peals to faith that Matthew very well may have heard, his sinful heart was indis-
posed to answer. Jesus once explained this, saying, “No one can come to me
unless the Father who sent me draws him” (John 6:44). The sinful heart is hos-
tile to God and uninterested in His offer of salvation; Matthew modeled this per-
fectly as he greedily went on extorting people in the very presence of Christ’s
saving ministry.

On one occasion, when Jesus was describing the impossibility of a rich man
ever entering God’s kingdom, Peter asked in dismay, “Who then can be
saved?” (Matt. 19:25). This is a good question that arises naturally when we
honestly face what the Bible says about man’s hopeless condition in sin. The
Bible describes unregenerate sinners as spiritually dead, blind, and enslaved.
So how can anyone be converted to faith in Christ? The answer is another kind
of call, one that comes with divine power to bring us to Christ: the effectual call.
As Jesus told Peter, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are
possible” (Matt. 19:26).
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Employment Opportunity
Financial Officer

r—0

St Mary and St Mina’s Coptic College in Sydney is seeking to appoint a Financial Of-

ficer at the Bexley Campus. The successful applicant will be suitably qualified, self-

motivated and with a track record of delivering outstanding results. The duties relative

to this position include:

A. Finance

¢ Collate and match purchase order forms and corresponding invoices.

¢ Ensure the validity of the above documentation.

+ Record information on the Accounts Payable Module of the Finance Software Pack-
age (MYOB).

¢ Process computerised cheque payments in a correct and timely manner.

« Maintain appropriate filing of all accounts payable documentation.

* Be responsible for accurate record keeping relating to G.S.T requirements.

¢ Record, issue and maintain all debtor accounts with the College for areas such as
tuitionfees, school levies, event.

e Pay, record and reconcile Petty Cash System.

e Assist the Head of College / Accountant with Fee enquiries from parents.

e Assist the College Accountant with the required periodical reconciliation e.g Bank
Reconciliations, etc.

B. Administrative

e Provide general team support to the Administration area where needed and re-
quired.

e Provide support to College retail/trading areas (Uniform Shop), as required.

¢ Provide the Head of College and Business Manager with administrative support as
required.

e Assist the Business Manager with the ordering and purchasing of capital items for
the classrooms, grounds and staff facilities.

¢ Assist the Business Manager as required with duties associated with the College
Emergency Management Plan.

External Liaisons

College’s Auditor, Schools Banker, Government Departments

Skills, Knowledge & Selection Criteria

The skills and knowledge required to perform the duties of the position are as follows:

« A decisive understanding of window’s based financial and administration software
packages.

e A thorough and diverse knowledge of various computer software programs, includ-
ing Microsoft Word, Excel and MYOB.

¢ The ability to readily acquire knowledge and understanding of College specific func-
tions, policies and procedures.

¢ Excellent interpersonal skills, being able to positively interact with all members of the
College Community and those external individuals/agents who work with the Col-
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¢ Ability to gain cooperation and assistance from the College’s teaching and non-
teaching staff in order to achieve well-defined objectives for the financial manage-
ment of the school.

¢ Well-developed communication sKkills, particularly in respect to interviews, telephone
discussions, report and letter writing.

¢ Well-developed computer skills in the areas of computerised accounting systems,
spreadsheets and other associated computer software.

¢ Managing time, setting priorities and planning and organising one’s work together
with contributing to the priorities determined by the financial operations of the
School.

o Letter of Application and current CV with 3 referees to: Mr. Ehab Bestawros at
cfo@stmary.nsw.edu.au

Applications close by 31/10/2018

/

A

O
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Jesus is the Light of the World!
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- ) Under the guidance of His Holiness Pope Tawadros IT and his partner our . -

S ' Honoured Father Bishop Anba Dantel S

St Paul & St Reweis .
p

L]
$

b
S Invites you to an ¢
e Held On e

. Saturday 27'" October 2018
: 9:00 am to 4:00 pm =
. At 384 Stella St, Collaroy Plateau, NSW 2097 .

v Come along & bring your family! o
| You will enjoy a fun day full of activities! '
S p S

"-\ FACE PAINTING, JUMPING CASTLE, X
- SUPERVISED SPORTS GAMES, BSO, ¢

CULTURAL FOOD, CAKE STALLS, AND GiFTSIlI |

A ~ ™ s ~ N ~ A A

¢ S p \’ S : . L L
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A young member of our congregation has acute
leukaemia and is in urgent need of a stem cell
transplant as a life saving measure.

To be eligible you need to be aged between 18
and 45 years, and willing to give a blood sample
to test if you are a suitable match.

There is information available on the Australian
Bone Marrow Donor Registry web site which can
guide people.
https://www.abmdr.org.au/eligibility-criteria/
Tel 02 9234 2405

The procedure:

The procedure would involve going to give a blood
sample to sign up as a possible donor. After some
weeks the testing would be completed to determine if
you are a match to the young lady with leukaemia.
There is a low chance of this, so many people are
required to test. If you are matching then a haematol-
ogist who does not know the patient will see you to ask if you are happy to proceed
and to see if you are well. At the time the donation is required, the donor would be
asked to take an injection for 4 days, and then go to hospital to give blood. The stem
cells would be given to the sick person. The donor always has the right to say if they
want to proceed or not. The patient will not know who the donor is at the time.
Background:

The Australian bone marrow registry have so far conducted an international search
for a match for this young lady, but have not found a match. This is because the inter-
national registries are made up of mostly Caucasian, northern European descent. For
Caucasians, there are over 2 million donors on the international registries and 80 % of
Caucasians who need a stem cell transplant can get a match. This is not so for other
races. Other races are very difficult to match. The Coptic community currently do not
have this resource. Please note that people from different races cannot be a match.
Any help that any of the congregations in Australia can give would be appreciated — it
may be life saving! The transplant Co-ordinator thinks that the Copts are very commu-
nity minded, and we hope that bringing this to the congregation will be able to help
people now and in the future.

You can join the ABMDR in a couple of ways:

At any Australian Red Cross Blood Service Donor Centre located nationwide.
You can also donate blood at the same time. Many patients who require a bone mar-
row or blood stem cell transplant also require many lifesaving blood transfusions. We
encourage people to join via this method, as donor centres and mobile blood collec-
tion units are conveniently located Australia wide with most centres open Monday to
Saturday. Please call 13 14 95 or visit www.donateblood.com.au to view eligibility
criteria and to make an appointment. Donor Centres and mobile units are available
Australia wide with most centres open Monday through to Saturday.

If you are located in Sydney — you can have your sample collected at the Wolper
Hospital in Woollahra, on Sunday mornings by appointment through the Gift of Life
Australia. Visit www.giftoflife.org.au
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FOR MORE INFO ~
VIST DIOCESE WEB SITE AND

CALL T ! st 4oy ppoand Lalalt dulearilt
Consulate General Of s
the Arab Republic
Of Egypt in Sydney 20/8/2018

From the Consulate General of the Arab Republic of Egypt in Sydney

In the framework of the priority accorded to youth by the Egyptian
political leadership, and in light of the constant cooperation among the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Immigration and
Expatriates Affairs, the Consulate General of the Arab Republic of Egypt
in Sydney is pleased to announce that the Ministry of Immigration will
organize new national identity awareness raising trips for youth of
Egyptian origin, from the second and third generations, who are residing
in the Consulate General's jurisdiction (New South Wales, Queensland,
and Northern Territory) to the Arab Republic of Egypt, in the interest of
demonstrating to them the positive developments taking place at the
motherland, as well as its achievements throughout the various historical
eras; past, present and future. The participants will bear the
international travel costs, whereas the Ministry of Immigration will bear
the accommodation and transfers costs. In this context, the attached
table illustrates the program proposed by the Ministry of Immigration for
the youth of Egyptian origin living abroad.

It is worth mentioning that the Ministry of Immigration organizes
these trips for groups of different numbers as long as the group is not
less than 30 participants and does not exceed 300 participants. The
applicants who wish to participate in the trips from the second and third
generations (ages 17-35), should kindly fill out the enclosed form and
submit it to the Consulate General of the Arab Republic of Egypt in
Sydney S , either by emailing us on
consulate.sydney@egypt.org.au or sending us the forms by post at Level
6, 33 York Street, Sydney CBD 2000, The consulate shall communicate
the Ministry of Immigration to determine the most suitable dates for the
completion of the trips, in accordance with the dates proposed by the
majority of applicants.

rwww.copnc.org.au 17 myspringoi ove@gmail.com




ASK FOR APPLICATION FORMS
FILL IN AND SUBMIT
EITHER BY POST OR E-MAIL
AS IN THE ANNOUNCEMENT

Draft Program

Ll e Ly ppaind Latal) e
s

Ministry of State for Emigration and Egyptian Expatriates Affairs
National Identity Awareness Raising Trips
for Youth of Egyptian Origin to the Arab Republic of Egypt

Day Program
Day One Sound & Light Show at the Pyramids
Dinner
" Day Two Full-Day Pyramids and Sphinx tour

Lunch at Pyramids arca
Visit to the Egyptian Museum

Dinner

Day Three | Visit to “57357" Hospital
Visit to Abu El-rish Hospital
Attend the Darwish Show — El-Ghuri

Day Four Visit to Cairo Tower

Old Cairo tour

Day Five Trip to the New Suez Canal

Tour at the New Administrative Capital

Day Six Visit to Wadi El Natron

Day Seven Visit to Nasser Milm Academy
Day Eight Community service

Day Nine Travel to Aswan

Visit the High Dam

Visit the Temple of Philae

Shopping at Aswan markets

Tour the Island of Plants (EI Nabatat Island)

| Day Ten | Visit to Dr Magdy Yacoub Hospital

Attending the Nubian Show

=
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Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me,
though he may die, he shall live. John 11:25

The family of the late Deacon Yusab Safwat Ayad would like to invite you
to the one year commemoration of his passing. We will celebrate the Divine
M Liturgy on Sunday 14th October 2018 at St Anthony and St Paul Coptic
Orthodox Church in Guildford, Sydney.

May our Gracious Lord repose his pure soul in the heavenly kingdom and
grant comfort and peace to all the family and friends.
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