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Issue:1221

Then He looked at
them and said,
"What then is this
that is written:
"The stone which
the builders
rejected Has
become the -chief
cornerstone'?
Whoever falls on
that stone will be
broken; but on
whomever it falls,
it will grind him to
powder."

(Luke 20 : 17 - 18)
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% From the Late HH Pope Shenouda L3
f.% The visit of Virgin Mary to Elizabeth ?r

Virgin Mary disappears to show God:

When Elizabeth met Mary the Virgin she said to her: “Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the child you will bear! But why am | so favoured, that the mother of my
Lord should come to me? As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the
baby in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would
fulfil his promises to her!”, Saint Elizabeth started to praise the Virgin, this old lady gave
much praise to the little girl, But the Virgin didn’t receive the praise and Elizabeth’s
words, she stopped it and began her magnify GOD.

God fills all the heart and mouth of Virgin Mary, she busy only with God and the works
of God:

Mary’s song of praise about God, she said that His name is Holy and He made all that. |
hope that we take what the Virgin did as a training for us, we think of God in our lives
and when we meet others we talk about God and the works of God.

My soul magnifies the Lord:

The words of Mary’s song beginning “My soul glorifies the Lord” are like the words of
Jesus Christ “| have brought you glory on earth”, also the start of the Lord’s prayer” Our
Father in heaven, hallowed be your name”, God is the all. The saints constantly think of
God, God is their talk and their songs. Let us ask ourselves what we are talking about?

If you want your soul to magnify God like the Virgin keep away from magnify yourself, or
others, maximizing the things or places around you. If man is preoccupied with God and
His greatness he finds plenty of room for his contemplation, for God is unlimited in His
power and beauty, when John saw something from His glory he fell at His feet as if he
had died. God is not limited in His knowledge, as Job said, “My ears had heard of

you, but now my eyes have seen you”. When man contemplates the greatness of God
and His knowledge he can become lost in it.

Do not think that God created us to glorify Him. This not true, God created us because
of His tenderness, goodness and kindness. He gave us the grace of existence. Before
we were created, the angels and celestial beings had magnified Him, and above all God
magnified by Himself from His qualities, His eternal, His goodness, His holiness, and
His perfection. The greatness of God is not from outside, it does not come from crea-
tures or humans, but comes from His essence, Himself, God does not need to glorify
from anyone. It is not only the attributes of God that magnify Him, but also His works,
when we think of the universe and its coherence, in the human body and its organs.

{ When we contemplate the greatness of God, we do not in-

| crease or diminish God, God does not increase or diminish be-
cause He is perfect, but when we contemplate our thought, our
. | feeling, and our souls are sanctified, we feel that we are in a
wondrous spiritual atmosphere, and transcendence, God does
not increase who increase is us, we rise to another world which
is higher than that world and matter, an atmosphere in which
the soul rises to reach God, the greatness of God, His attrib-
utes, His existence, His essence, and His divine, things above
B our level we rise to it by contemplating on God.
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& From the HG Bishop Danial L&

el Mary the mother of God %

My beloved flock of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Diocese of
Sydney& Affiliated Regions, | would like to congratulate all of
you on the commencement of the fasting of the Holy our Moth
er of God St Mary, | pray to the Almighty God to grant all of you
the blessings of these Holy Days.

On this blessed fast our beloved mother St Mary, we will study
some of the many virtues of the holy Theotokos.

-

1. Her holiness 2. Her humility 3. Her obedience and submissio
4.Her thanksgiving Her service

Her Holiness:

Because the Divine Child Jesus “will be great, and will be called the Son of the
Highest” (Luke 1:32), and He is to be holy, gentle and undefiled, it was necessary that
the woman chosen to be the mother of God was also holy before the Lord.

All the Old Testament prophecies about her were fulfilled, and God chose St Mary be-
cause of her holiness, and that is why the Angel Gabriel said to her “The Lord is with
you!” (Luke 1:28).

The woman who was to give Him birth and nurse Him and take care of Him and give
Him the affection and attention of a loving mother, had to be a sanctified vessel.

St Augustine once wrote: “Mary conceived Christ in her heart by faith, before she con-
ceived in the womb.” And the words that Elizabeth said to St Mary, expresses her whol
character: “Blessed are you among women... and blessed is she who be-
lieved!” (Luke 1:428&45). The words of Elizabeth show that St Mary wore the crown of
faith above all others.

W

Her humility:

Our beloved mother St Mary always showed great humility, because it is a virtue that

must accompany holiness. We see in St Luke’s account that St Mary had a quiet spirit,
she loved to contemplate on the words of God, and she had a mind that was very awar
with the spirit and promises of the Old Testament.

(4

And although the angel greeted her with the words: “Rejoice highly favoured one”,
(Luke 1:28) and Elizabeth greeted her with: “Blessed are you among women” (Luke
1:42), St Mary kept a deep sense of humility and unworthiness. She realised her huma
nature and her need for salvation, and therefore she said: “My spirit has rejoiced in
God my Saviour” (Luke 1:47).

She did not become full of pride because she was to be the mother of God and the
greatest woman on earth, but instead she showed herself to be holy, pure, gentle and
faithful. She was the most humble and patient and loving woman that ever lived on the
earth.

=
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& From the HG Bishop Danial

il

Her obedience and submission:

When we read the story of the Archangel Gabriel giving the
good news to St Mary (in the gospel of Luke 1), we are amazed
by how obedient and accepting she was. Even though she was
only a young girl of maybe 12 or 13 years, she accepted the
miracle with great faith, saying: “Behold the maidservant of
the Lord. Let it be to me according to your word” (Luke
1:38).

Her Thanksgiving and praise:

St Mary accepted the words of the Lord, and so she gave
thanks and praised Him in her beautiful song, which we just
read in Luke’s gospel. This song of St Mary is not only beauti-
ful, but it is also prophetic. In a lovely way, it expresses the joy
Mary was feeling — but it was a deeply personal, holy joy that has no selfishness. It was
a joy that the promise of the Messiah who is to come, is finally fulfilled. In her song, her
worship was for her Son who is to come, because her spirit rejoiced in Him as her own
Saviour.

Her song of praise also spoke of her humility, because she was aware that “the Lord
has regarded the lowly state of His maidservant” (Luke 1:48). In the same way, the
Lord Jesus Christ said of Himself: “/ am gentle and lowly in heart” (Matthew 11:29).
Humility of spirit is the first beatitude (pronounced ‘bee-at-it-ude) mentioned by the Lorg
in Matthew: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heav-

en” (Matthew 5:3), and so humility is the door-step of the kingdom of God.

Her Service:

Although she was to become the mother of God, St Mary did not want to be served, bu
she loved to serve. For this reason we find that when she heard that her cousin Eliza-

beth was pregnant, she immediately went to her and served her until she gave birth to
John the Baptist.

St Mary’s life was a life of continuous service. She loved to do good works, and she of-
ten made things with her hands and gave to the poor.

In every way, our beloved mother St Mary was a walking Bible. Her life was a fulfiiment
of the way and promises of the Lord.

Her purity of heart was among the flowers that Mary cultivated during her life. And she
was very much aware that the Lord is with her — just as the Angel Gabriel told her. She
was always in the divine presence, just as our beloved Lord Jesus Christ said:
“Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God” (Matthew 5:8).

Glory is to God.

Bishop Daniel
Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Diocese of Sydney & Affiliated Regions.
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% Message from the Monastery of St Shenouda %

-

St Shenouda Monastery Message About Very Rev.Fr.Wissa.

Very Rev.Fr.Wissa Anba Bishoy and a new Ministry in Canada:

Shenouda here in Sydney since his Consecration as a Monk on 3/4/1999,
he has to obey the calling of H H Baba Tawadros Il, to help serving in a new
starting Church in a city called New Market in Toronto in Canada for few
Months until a new Priest being ordained for it.

We wish all the success for Abouna Wissa in his new Ministry for the Glory of
The name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

We will miss Abouna Wissa dearly for this is the first time that he leaves the
monastery for a long period.

Abouna Wissa was ordained as a Priest on 29/1/2000 and a Hegomen (Proto
Priest) on 15/5/2010.

God willing Abouna Wissa will leave to Cairo then to Canada on Tuesday
24/7/18 accompanied by the Angel of Peace.

We pray and ask Abouna Wissa to also pray for us so to complete our strife
and our lives here in peace and success. Amen.

On behalf of all the Fathers the Monks and the Brother of St Shenouda
Monastery in Sydney;

Bishop Anba Daniel.
£ /.f'//o(/ ’/mt(‘:l)

Bishop & Abbot of the Monastery.
Friday 15/6/18.
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Program of visiting Bishops

Program for the visit of
H.G. Bishop Angelos,
Bishop of London, England

Day | Date Time Service
. Arrival of HG Bishop Angaelos
8:20 PM by Flight CX139
Fri 17/8 Cathay Pacific
. Youth Meeting
9:00 PM St Mark Church — Arncliffe
Holy Mass / Sunday School Servants Day
9:00 AM - Pope Cyril VI & Archdeacon
2:00 PM Habib Guirgis Church - Monterey
Sat 18/8
7:00 PM Vespers and Youth Meeting

St Mary & St Cozman &
St Demian Church - Kellyville

Holy Mass

Sun 19/8 9:00 AM St Mary & St Mina Cathedral - Bexley

Travel to Melbourne

AM Travel to Melbourne
Mon 20/8
PM Exodus Youth Work
} Vespers and Youth Meeting
Tues 21/8 6:30 PM St Mary & St Mina Cathedral —Bexley
. Holy Mass
8:30 AM St Mary & St Mercurius Church - Rhodes
Wed 22/8
8:00 PM Youth Meeting
' The Apostles & St Abanoub Church - Blacktown
Thurs 23/8 7:50pm Farewell at the airport

|www.coptic.org.au 7 myspringoflove@gmail.com




T 3 1
% Why does God refer to Himself as the God of Abraham, %;
2 Isaac, and Jacob r
In about a dozen places in the Bible, the Lord God is referred to as the God of Abra-

ham, Isaac, and Jacob (e.g., Genesis 50:24; Exodus 3:15; Acts 7:32). This name of God

emphasizes the covenant that God made with Israel and the Israelites’ special place as
God’s Chosen People.

God repeated the Abrahamic Covenant to three different generations: Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob were all given the promise of land, many descendants, and blessing. The
Lord first calls Abram out of Ur of the Chaldees to the land of Canaan, establishing a
covenant with him (Genesis 12:1-3). God reaffirms the same covenant with Abraham’§
son, Isaac (Genesis 21:12; 26:3—4), and later with Isaac’s son, Jacob (Genesis 28:14—
15). The Lord who established and ratified this covenant is rightly called the God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

When God revealed Himself to Moses in preparation for bringing His people out of
Egypt, He called Himself “the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob” in Exodus 3:15. He
also instructed Moses to identify the Lord by that name when speaking to the Israelites
(verse 16). In this case, the name carries a couple of important implications. First, wher
God identifies Himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, He clearly distin-
guishes Himself from the gods of Egypt in whose land the Israelites dwelt. Second, the
reference to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob implies a reason for the exodus: the promise of
land. God had vowed that the children of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob would inherit a
certain geographical area. God’s faithfulness and Israel’s blessing were directly tied to
Israel’s possession of the Promised Land, and the name God uses for Himself harkens
back to the covenant with Abraham.

Jesus alluded to God’s burning-bush appearance to Moses and used God’s name to
teach a lesson on the resurrection to the Sadducees: “About the resurrection of the
dead—have you not read what God said to you, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not the God of the dead but of the living” (Matthew
22:31-32). As Jesus points out, the verb am is in the present tense; God did not say,
“I wasthe God of your fathers.” He said, “I am their God,” showing that Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob were still alive (in heaven) in Moses’ day.

In Acts 3, as Peter preaches to the Jews in the temple, he refers to the God of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, a name that his hearers would have commonly used in their worship.
Peter and John had just healed a lame man, who was now standing before them. Peter
attributes the miracle to the power of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, working
through Jesus. In other words, Peter was careful to link the miracle they had just wit-
nessed to the one and only God of their fathers. The same God who spoke to the patri-
archs was at work in their midst, and Jesus should get the glory.

In explaining the miracle of a lame man walking, Peter also sets up a bold contrast:
“The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant
Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate” (Acts
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% Why does God refer to Himself as the God of Abraham, 2 A
. Isaac, and Jacob r

3:13). The God whom the Jews purported to revere treated Jesus of Nazareth much dif-
ferently than they had: God glorified Jesus, and they killed Him. Peter hammers home
the contrast in verse 15: “You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the
dead.” As he closes the sermon, Peter reminds his hearers that the God of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob was fulfilling His covenant with them: “You are heirs of the prophets
and of the covenant God made with your fathers” (verse 25). Many Jews believed in
Christ that day, but Peter and John were thrown in jail (Acts 4:1-4).

The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob has plan for the ages involving a Savior who
provides forgiveness of sins and reconciliation with God. That plan was set in motion
when God called Abram and blessed him, and that plan was brought to fulfillment when
Jesus died and rose again. Through the seed of Abraham, the God of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob blessed all the nations of the world.
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Receiving of the Church & Welcoming Reception
Rev. Fr. Salib Salib

Thurs 16th Aug | 06:30pm

Dear Blessed Congrregation,
We would be honoured to have vour blessings on the Occasion of the Recetving of the
Church & Welcoming Reception for the Rev. Fr. Salib Saliby at the Parish of St George &
Prilce Theodore Coptic Orthodox Church, The occasion will be held on Thursday the
16th'of August 2018, from 6:30pm at 41 Kennedy Street Liverpool,
Please remember us in your accepted prayers
Your Sonin Christ | Anthony Morgan
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@% Message from HG Bishop Daniel %

A Day of Mourning.

declare Tomorrow Wodnuday 1/8/18a d_ax ol Mourning. in which to ox_ems our aadnm shock .md blg loss
“of our Father and Brother HG Blshg Anba Apgghamoua Bishop & Abbot of St Macadus Monasmy in Egypt,

We will pray the Holy Liturgy tomorrow together lifting up our Hearts so to comfort and support all our
Brothers/Monks at St Macarius Monastery, H Holiness Baba Tawadros ii, All the Bishops and the whole
Coptic Orthodox Congregations worldwide and Repose the Pure Soul of our Father Anba Apiphanious.

Our Prayers and our Hearts are with all our Brothers the Monks/Fathers at St Macarius Monastery in
Egypt, s0 God give them Peace, strength and steadfastness in their Journey towards Heaven.

As for our Beloved reposed Father the Bishop Anba Apiphanious instead of attending a 2 Hours Tasbeha
here on Earth, he ended up joining an everlasting Tasbeha in Heaven with the Angels and the Saints.

The Killer is then one of: A Stranger whether Christian or non Christian disguised as

one of the Visitors or Novices, or One of the 1000 labourers who work at the
Monastery, or one of the Monks !!!

1-Perhaps it is one of the hopeless Monks who was a demon possessed like Judas who was demon
possessed and betrayed his Master. Now the whole wilderness here on earth and in Heaven will reject
and denounce you, for Murderers will not inherit the Kingdom of Heaven. Since thiz not the first time to
hear in the History of the Church that a son betrays his Father, so you become a sign of Shame to
yourself and so becomes an example of Murderers and not of Monks. But even so, we will not hate the
Monks because of you and will never hate Consecration because of you and will never transgress
against our Bishops because of you for you are hopeless, useless and worthless.

2-Perhaps you are one of the Labourers who was bought by money to kill and deprive us from one of
the good Fathers who was so educated, loved deep Researches, very Ascitic and very Humble Bishop.

3-Perhaps you are one of the Visitors whom we don’t know where did come from and why did you
comae to the Monastery for Retraat for your life or for your death? Did you coma to kill the Bishop? How
did you come in and how you couldn't sleep all night until you killed the Bishop with one hit as if you
are full of hatred and evil and didn't stop until you saw the blood gashed out? Who filled your heart
with that hatred and who and what was his name or their names that pushed you to do that evil?

Whomever you are, you Killers should know that he who kills by the sword or the Axe will be killed by
the same weapons and no one will have pity on you.

The truth will be very soon revealed, and Heaven will zoon take revenge from you the Killer.

Bishop Anba Dandel.

Bzhop & Abbot of St Shenouda Manastary.
Sydney Australia

Tumscay 51/7/18
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e Announcement
Diocese of Sydney & affiliated Regions
St Mary & St Mina’s Cathedral
Bexiey — Sydney
Through the prayers of H H Pope Tawadros Il and his partner in the apostolic ministry, our
beloved father H.G. Bishop Daniel, Bishop of Sydney & Affiliated regions, St Mary & St
Mina’s Cathedral is delighted to invite you to its Spiritual Revival, which will be held in the
period from 7th — 22™ of August 2018. The Theme of the Revival is “The Spiritual Comfort
of the Heart”.
Day/Date Mass 7:30 - 9:30 pm
Vespers, glorification, Speaker
Sermon, midnight prayer
and Tasbeha
Tuesday 7/8/18 | 8:30 - 10:30 am A/E The True Lover Rev Fr Sam Fanous
1 Misra 1734
Friday 10/8/18 |5:00 - 7:00 am A/E The Longings of the Rev Fr Mark Bassiely
4 Misra 1734 |8:30-10:30 am A/E Heart
4:30 - 6:00 pm A/E
Saturday 6:00 - 8:00 am A/E Inner Feeling Rev Fr Surial Hanna
11/8/18 8:30-10:30 amE
5 Misra 1734
Tuesday 14/8/18|8:30 - 10:30 am A/E Resting in God Rev Fr Matthew Attia
8 Misra 1734
Friday 17/8/18 |5:00 - 7:00 am A/E Firm Peace of the heart Rev FrJoshua Tadros
11 Misra 1734 [8:30-10:30 am AJE
4:30 - 6:00 pm A/E
Saturday 6:00 - 8:00 am A/E
18/8/18 8:30-10:30 am E Self-Love Rev Fr Gabriel Yassa
12 Misra 1734
Commemoration
of Archangel
Michael
Tuesday 21/8/18|8:30 - 10:30 am A/E Finding the Creator | V Rev Fr Antonios Kaldas
15 Misra 1734 Spiritual Vigil
9:30-11:30 pm
Midnight Prayer, Tasbeha
11:30-1:30 am
Raising of Incense and
Liturgy by
Fr Anthony Morgan
Wednesday |12:00 - 2:00 am A Mass
22/8/18 11:30 - 1:30 am E Mass
16 Misra 1734 |5:00 - 7:00 am A/E
The Assumption |8:30 - 10:30 am A
of St Mary Body
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